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Ehaab Abdou is the co-founder and Managing Director of Nahdet El Mahrousa- an Egyptian youth-led non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 2002. Ehaab is also the current president of the Egyptian Federation of Youth NGOs.  He holds a Master’s degree in International Development from the University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and he teaches an undergraduate NGO Management course at the American University in Cairo. He has been selected as a "social entrepreneur” by the Ashoka Foundation and was the first Egyptian to be awarded the "Global AIESEC Alumni Entrepreneurship and Leadership Award". 

Ehaab Abdou is a true Egyptian gem that has revealed a genuine passion for Egypt's future, not only through his work but also through modern lyrics and songs unveiling the Egyptian realities and identities, which he writes and composes himself in a series of concerts currently known as "Ana Masry". Community Times had the chance to interview Abdou to further explore his other side.

 1. How did you find out about your interest in singing?

I’ve always been interested in listening to classical Egyptian songs and meaningful lyrics of great poets and lyricists like those of Sayed Darwish, Biram El Tonsi, Salah Jahin, Ahmad Fouad Negm, Fouad Haddad, Sayed Higab and Gamal Bekheet, or singers like Medhat Saleh, Mohamed Mounir, Ali El Haggar and Iman El Bahr Darwish. I have also been inspired by the real day-to-day topics, which international singers/songwriters like Bob Dylan and others touch upon and deal with in their songs. It has always astonished me how we are only tackling love stories in our Egyptian songs, in lieu of presenting and expressing our true human feelings towards our real issues and challenges! I personally believe that art and especially music play an essential role in inspiring people, and helping us constructively criticize ourselves so we can improve. All these reasons paved my way to write and perform, which is something that I am really passionate about and I have a strong belief that it complements my work in the development and NGO fields.

2. Did you use to sing at school or college?

I was just singing in our music classes in school, while in university, I used to sing to a smaller group of friends and colleagues, but never in public performances.

3. Did you attend any kind of training?

In 2001, I did some voice training for around 6 months. More recently I also enrolled in a one-week course with Mr. George Wanis - a great Egyptian tenor, based in Paris, who conducts some voice training classes when he is in Cairo.
 
4. Could you tell us more about your first series of concerts, challenges met and lessons learnt?

October 2005 marked my first concert and it was held on Geneina Theatre in Al-Azhar Park. My first few concerts were under the theme “New Songs from Our Contemporary Reality”. Approximately 10 concerts were performed in different locations such as Sawi Culture Wheel, the American University in Cairo, Rawabet Theater in Downtown, the French University in Egypt and the Jesuites school; in addition to performing at other smaller events.

The year 2006 witnessed the birth of my song "Ana Masry" that I had written, composed and performed in one of my concerts. The song has triggered a lot of positive sentiments and emotions among many people, who needed more of these kinds of songs that reminded them of their Egyptian identity in such a simple and direct approach. Since then, the Ana Masry theme concert series commenced with a unique mix of my songs like " Ana Masry" ( I am Egyptian), "Ana Koll Dah" (I’m all that) “Lahzet Reda” (a moment of satisfaction) and “Ya Masr Yalla Efrahi” (Feel good, Egypt). Fused with different other Sufi chanting, Sira Helaleya, Egyptian Christian hymns as well as unique Nubian songs performed by a group of passionate, sincere and dedicated believers who care so much about promoting the values of peace, tolerance and celebrating diversity. I am so glad and proud of this diverse group and their acceptance to perform together. Every day we’re adding new wonderful Egyptian faces and voices to our choir.

The first Ana Masry concert was held in November 2007 and was followed by another one in December 2007. We accepted the invitation by the Care with Love NGO to perform at the Jesuites College and the French University in February and March 2008 respectively.  Recently, we had two successful concerts at the American University in Cairo on March 4, 2008 and at Sawi Culture Wheel on March 14, 2008. 

Ana Masry is a message of national unity, tolerance and pride of our Egyptian identity. Egypt has been, and will continue to be an embracing, welcoming and diverse melting pot. Whether we have different religious, ethnic, urban-rural, class backgrounds; in the end we’re all part of this country. We’re all Egyptians and should be proud of it! 

Certainly, it took me sometime to encounter the right mix of instruments and songs, to get relaxed on stage and to also find the right people to perform with...etc. However, I would like to advice you to never lose faith! Keep trying and believing in what you do. Maintain a level of humility and flexibility; accept feedback and constructive criticism that could help you improve and you will certainly make way for your dream. Even if it takes years you’ll eventually get there. One very important thing is to also enjoy the journey, which is as important as the end destination.


5. On a final note, would you like to tell us more about your future goals and forthcoming concerts?

Generally speaking I look forward to having a record released soon. As for the Ana Masry concert series, I would love to see it performed in every city and village throughout Egypt; thus reviving a strong sense of pride and belonging to this country. As for future concerts, please consult the website: www.ehaab.net  to stay posted.




